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(57) Abstract 

A wireless data device (512) having a processor 
(530) and a computer program that is structured ac- 
cording to a protocol stack model. The program has 
application layer (11), session layer (21) and trans- 
port layer (3 1 ) communication program modules. The 
transport layer communications program module (31) 
has a connection identification number assignment 
step (301), at least first and second transmission pro- 
gram modules (e.g. 310 and 316, 326 or 328). A 
decision element (310) is coupled to the connection 
identification assignemt program element and the first 
and second transmission program modules for rout- 
ing communications to one of those program mod- 
ules. Also provided is a method of communicating 
via one of a first relatively rich communications proto- 
col and a second relatively bare communications pro- 
tocol. When routing communications to a transmis- 
sion program module for the relatively bare protocol, 
communications are preprocessed in a supplementary 
functional module. 
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PROTOCOL STACK ARCHITECTURE IN 
WIRELESS DATA DEVICE AND METHOD OF COMMUNICATING 

Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a wireless data device and a method of 
communicating and it relates to improvements in a protocol stack 
architecture therefor. 

Background of the Invention 
Wireless data devices and other communications devices are 
commonly designed to a seven-layer open system interconnection (OSI) 
model typically having an application layer, a presentation layer, a 
session layer, a transport layer, a network layer, a data link layer and a 
physical layer. Such an architecture permits each layer to be designed 
separate from each other layer, with only the need to ensure proper 
communications up and down the protocol stack. Each layer at one end 
of the communications link communicates with its corresponding layer 
(peer) at the other end of the link to establish, maintain and control 
communications at its layer in the stack. The architecture provides for 
a high degree of reliability in communications. 

An example of such an architecture is the architecture described 
in the Cellular Digital Packet Data (CDPD) System Specification Release 
1.1 of January 19, 1995. In the architecture described, each layer or 
sublayer has layer service access points, layer service primitives, a 
layer protocol and a layer management entity. 

In modern wireless data devices there is a demand to provide for 
communication over several different bearers. A bearer is a radio 
frequency (RF) transmission mechanism, an access protocol, a 
message exchange protocol or the like. Use of different bearers implies 
different physical layers and may also imply that other layers are 
changed from bearer to bearer. Each bearer has its own unique 
behaviors and characteristics. Typically, therefore, multiple bearers 
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are served by complete duplication of the protocol stack, where only the 
application is common to protocol stacks supporting different bearers. 
This is workable and does not present huge difficulty in 
implementation, but is generally inefficient and in particular is 
5 expensive in terms of the memory required for the program code for the 
multiple protocol stacks as well as the random access memory required 
for operation. Also, use of multiple protocol stacks requires a high 
degree of design effort for the different bearers and can render the result 
highly visible to the user, which is not desirable. 
1 0 There is a need for optimization of a protocol to implement 

multiple services over multiple wireless bearers in a mobile 
environment. 

Mobile data devices are highly memory constrained. Pagers and 
cellular telephones are examples. An implementation of a mobile data 
1 5 device with multiple bearer services must have a protocol which 

requires a small memory size (both for program code and working 
random access memory) and will operate with low processing power. 

Thus, there is a need for a wireless data protocol stack 
architecture that is transparent to the user (or virtually so), is capable of 
20 handling communication over multiple bearers and yet has very small 
memory requirements. 

A preferred embodiment of the invention is now described, by way 
of example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

25 Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 shows a wireless application protocol reference model for 

the device and method of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 shows details of the wireless transport protocol 

architecture of FIG. 1. 
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FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating details of operation of a 
computer program for transmission of data according to the 
architecture of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating details of operation of a 
5 computer program for reception of data according to the architecture of 
FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a wireless data device according to 
the preferred embodiment of the invention. 

1 0 Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring to FIG. 1, a wireless application protocol reference 
model is shown where an application layer, a session layer and a 
transport layer are shown. Layers below the transport layer are 
referred to as underlying bearer services and need not be described in 

1 5 detail for the purposes of understanding the invention and 

implementing it. No presentation layer is shown, as the presentation 
layer is concerned only with correct syntax of communication between 
the application layer and the session layer and other minor matters, 
which can all be subsumed into the application layer or the session 

20 layer or shared between these layers. 

In greater detail, the application layer comprises an application 
service access point (SAP) 10 coupled to an application layer 
communication program module 11, which in turn is coupled to an 
application layer management program module 12 via an application 

25 layer management interface 13. Coupled to the application layer 

communication program module 11 is a session layer SAP 20. The 
session layer SAP 20 is coupled to a session layer communication 
program module 21 which in turn is coupled to a session layer 
management program module 22 via a session layer management 

30 interface 23. Coupled to the session layer communication program 
module 21 is a transport layer SAP 30 which in turn is coupled to a 
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wireless transport protocol (WTP) communications program module 31. 
The WTP communications program module 31 is coupled to a transport 
layer management program module 32 via a transport layer 
management interface 33. Underlying bearer services 40 are coupled to 
5 the WTP communications program module 31 and have associated 

bearer service management program modules 42 connected thereto by a 
bearer service management interface 43. 

The application layer management program module 12 is coupled 
to the session layer management program module 22 via an A-S inter- 

1 0 layer interface 15. The session layer management program module 22 
is coupled to the transport layer management program module 32 via a 
S-T inter-layer interface 25. The transport layer management program 
module 32 is connected to the bearer service management program 
modules 42 by an interface 35. 

15 In operation, an application such as an electronic mail 

application or a web browser application is provided as the application 
layer communication program module 11 and communicates with 
multiple underlying bearer services 40 via a common session layer and 
a common WTP layer communications program module 31. Each of the 

20 communications program modules 11, 21 and 31 receives and delivers 
messages to the communications program modules above and below. 
Thus, messages pass up and down the stack. 

The management program modules 12, 22 and 32 communicate 
across their respective interfaces 13, 23 and 33 with their respective 

25 communications program modules 11, 21 and 31 by means of small sets 
of primitive commands, preferably including at least: a start up (i.e. 
initialize) command with start-up parameters; a shut down command; 
a suspend command and a configuration change command (with 
parameters). The start-up and configuration parameters preferably 

3 0 include at least timer length and packet size parameters, but include 
other parameters as necessary which need not be described in detail. 
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The management program modules 12, 22 and 32 control set-up and 
maintenance of continued communication through the respective 
communications program modules of the respective layers. If, for 
example, there is an event which is likely to prevent further 
5 communication through a given layer, the management entity for that 
layer will attempt to adjust the operational parameter of the layer to 
continue communications (e.g. at a slower speed) or to gracefully close 
down communication at that layer. A low battery signal, for example, 
will be communicated from a surrounding operating system (not 

1 0 shown) to all the management program modules (a battery failure will 
affect communications at all levels) and all the management program 
modules will attempt to gracefully close down communications. 

Configuration information between a source (e.g. a user input) 
and the management program module is dealt with by the management 

1 5 program module and whatever change in parameters is necessary is 
communicated to the protocol layer communication program module, 
whether at set-up or dynamically during operation. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, details of the WTP communications 
program module 31 are shown. The program module comprises an 

20 unstructured supplementary service data (USSD) service 100, a short 

message service (SMS) 101 a circuit-switched (CS) data service 102 and a 
GSM (Global System for Mobile communication) packet radio service 
(GPRS) 103. All these services are illustrated as examples of possible 
services ancillary to an underlying GSM digital cellular radio service 

25 104. Details of the services 100-104 need not be described, as they are 
well documented in GSM standards and literature. 

While four alternative bearer services 100-103 are shown, any 
subset of two or more of these services may be provided. GPRS is the 
richest of the four services, having functions such as encryption, 

30 compression, segmentation and window rotation (and the reverse 

functions) included with the defined service. USSD is the barest of the 
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services, having none of these functions. The richness of the services 
increases from left to right in FIG. 2. 

A common wireless transport protocol 110 is provided for 
communication with the plurality of bearer services 100-103 so that a 
5 single transport layer SAP interfaces with all the underlying bearer 
services. The common wireless transport protocol 110 provides a 
reliable data transmission service to the session layer. This service is 
commonly referred to as a connection-oriented service. A subset of the 
connection-oriented service is an unreliable data transmission service, 

1 0 commonly referred to as a datagram service or connectionless service. 

The common wireless transport protocol 110 eliminates duplication of 
program code at layers above the transport layer. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a computer program implementing 
transmit operation according to the wireless transport protocol of FIG. 2 

15 is shown. The program comprises a step 300 at which a connection to a 
certain address number is opened. Note that prior to step 300, a 
particular desired bearer service for the connection has been selected in 
the session layer or the application layer. If the connection is a new 
connection, an identification number (ID) is assigned in step or element 

20 301. The ID is assigned from a table 302 stored in memory in the 

wireless data device. The table 302 keeps records of IDs, bearers (i.e. 
SMS, USSD, CS or GPRS) source addresses and destination addresses. 
The first time an application wishes to open a connection, the 
application provides an address to the destination. A connection 

2 5 identifier is therefore assigned by the wireless transport protocol. If the 

communication is not new, an ID is already assigned and can be looked 
up in table 302. 

The rules of semantics for the ID are identical regardless of the 
bearer service requested by the session layer. For example, if an SMS 
30 connection is requested, an ID in the range 1-1000 is assigned and if a 
GPRS connection is requested, another ID also in the range 1-1000 is 
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assigned. In each case, the session layer is informed of the ID assigned 
and the session layer is able to reuse the ID for further communications 
requests for the duration of a connection. 

Following step 301, step 310 determines whether the service 
5 required is the richest service available, in this case GPRS. This 

determination is performed based on the connection ID and the contents 
of table 302. If the desired service is GPRS, then a GPRS transmission 
program module 312 is invoked, which need not be described in detail. 
Otherwise, the message to be transmitted is (optionally) compressed in 
10 step 313. Step 313 is performed here because none of the other services 
available has compression as an integral part of that service. 
Accordingly, the program code needed to perform step 313 can be used 
by all the other services without the need to have different compression 
codes for different services. 

1 5 Following step 313, a determination is made in step 314 as to 

whether circuit switched data transmission is required, again using 
the contents of table 302. If so, a circuit switched data transmission 
program module 316 is invoked. If desired, the message can be first 
passed through an encryption module 318. 
20 If the desired service is not circuit switched, flow passes to 

program module 320 where segmentation is performed. Optionally, 
encryption module 318 can follow segmentation. After segmentation, a 
window rotation function 322 is performed. The window rotation 
function 322 causes sending of multiple packets, waits for multiple 

2 5 acknowledgments to be received and proceeds to send further packets 

when acknowledgments are received, keeping a maximum of seven 
packets in transit at any given time. If the desired service is SMS, step 
324 causes flow to proceed to USSD transmission program module 326. 
Otherwise, SMS service is required and SMS transmission program 
30 module 328 is invoked. Duplication of the program code needed to 
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perform the functions of modules 318, 320, 322 is avoided in providing 
SMS and USSD services. 

By the above described arrangement, an architecture for 
integration of multiple wireless bearer services to provide a common 
5 and consistent service to upper layer protocols and applications is 
provided. The architecture exploits the common features found in 
protocols designed for specific bearers to produce a protocol which is 
compact in its memory usage and requires low processing power. 

The integrated protocol exploits the common features of each of 

1 0 the separate protocol stacks present in the multi-mode mobile device. 
This integrated protocol can offer a common set of services for 
applications which results in portability of applications across any 
mobile device implementing the protocol regardless of bearer supported. 
For completeness, there now follows a description of operation of 

1 5 the protocol architecture of FIG. 2 in reception. 

Referring to FIG. 4, reception comprises continuously listening 
in step 400 for an incoming message from an underlying bearer service. 
When a message is received, a corresponding reception program 
module 420-423 is invoked. In the flow diagram of FIG. 4, this is shown 

20 as being dependent on a number of binary decisions 401-403, but the 

program can be structured in a different way, which is to say that flow 
begins at one of program modules 420-423 dependent on the underlying 
bearer service from which the message is received. Following reception 
program modules 420-423, supplementary operations are performed as 

25 necessary. As illustrated, program modules 420 and 421 are 

supplemented by window rotation program module 430, optional 
decryption module 431 and re-assembly program module 432. 
Additionally, program modules 420, 421 and 422 are (optionally) 
supplemented by decompression program module 433. In fact, all of 

30 program modules 430-433 are optional. 
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Ultimately, flow proceeds to step 434, where a determination is 
made as to whether a connection is already outstanding for the 
message. This determination is made based on the source address of 
the message (and, if necessary the destination address if the wireless 
data device has more than one address). If the connection is a new 
connection, flow proceeds to step 436 where a connection identifier (ID) 
is assigned to the connection from table 302. Finally, flow proceeds to 
step 438, where the message is passed to the session layer and 
eventually to the application. 

As for the process of FIG. 3, the rules of semantics for the ID are 
identical regardless of the bearer service from which the connection is 
received. For example, if an SMS connection is received, an ID in the 
range 1-1000 is assigned and this ID is communicated to the session 
layer and if a GPRS connection is received, an ID also in the range 1- 
1000 is assigned and communicated to the session layer. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, elements of an example of a wireless data 
device 512 in accordance with the present invention are shown. The 
wireless data device 512 comprises a transmitter 501 and a receiver 502, 
both coupled to an antenna switch 503 and, through the antenna switch, 
to an antenna 504. A synthesizer 505 is coupled to each of the receiver 502 
and the transmitter 501. A demodulator 510 is coupled to receiver 502. A 
modulator 511 is coupled to the synthesizer 505. A logic unit 520 is 
coupled via data lines 521 and 522 to the demodulator 510 and modulator 
511, respectively, and is coupled by control lines 523 and 524 to the 
demodulator 510 and the receiver 502 and to the transmitter 501 and the 
antenna switch 503 respectively. A control bus 526 is coupled between the 
logic unit 520 and the synthesizer 505. 

Coupled to the logic unit 520 via a digital bus 528 is a processor 530. 
Coupled to the processor 530 is a random access memory (RAM) 531, a 
program memory in the form of electrically erasable programmable read- 
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only memory (EPROM) 532 and an operator interface 533 such as a 
keyboard and display. 

Instead of an antenna switch 503, a duplexer can be used, allowing 
simultaneous receiving and transmitting. Logic unit 520 controls 
5 synthesizer 505 via control bus 526 to select appropriate frequencies for 

transmission and reception depending on the particular frequencies of the 
system. 

The programs described with reference to FIGs. 3 and 4 are stored in 
EEPROM 532 (or in ROM or RAM) and cause the processor 530 to perform 

1 0 the operations described. In the preferred embodiment the processor 

performs at least the functions of the transport layer, the session layer and 
the application layer, that is to say all the functions of items 10-31 of FIG. 1. 
Functions of the lower layers can be performed in the logic unit 520 or can 
be divided between the logic unit 520 and the processor 530 as desired. 

15 In transmit operation, the processor 530 generates a packet or packet 

fragment for transmission and supplies the data to logic unit 520. Logic 
unit 520 performs timing and synchronization functions and other 
functions depending on the bearer service selected. Logic unit 520 
controls the timing of outputting of a packet of data to the modulator 511. 

2 0 Processing of functions below the transport layer, including such 

functions as block coding and error check generation, where included, can 
be performed by either the processor 530 or by the logic unit 520. 

The logic unit 520 passes the data for transmission to the modulator 
511 bit-by-bit and provides a transmitter key-up signal on control line 524 

2 5 (at the same time switching antenna switch 503 to the lower position as 
shown). The timing circuit 529 controls the timing of key-up of the 
transmitter 501, so that each transmission burst is transmitted at a 
carefully selected time. For example, in the case of SMS transmission, the 
selected time coincides with control channel time slots, while in GPRS or 
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circuit switched transmission, the selected time coincides with an 
allocated time division multiplex traffic channel. 

When the transmitter 501 is not keyed up for transmission, the 
control line 524 causes the antenna switch 503 to switch to the upper 
5 position as shown, allowing signals to be received via the antenna 504 and 
the receiver 502 and demodulated by the demodulator 510 and passed to 
the logic unit 520. 

Logic unit 520 performs lower level processing dependent on the 
type of bearer service. For example, messages received during control 

1 0 channel slots can be deemed to be SMS messages, while messages received 
during traffic channel slots can be deemed to be GPRS if received on an 
allocated GPRS channel or circuit switched data if received on a general 
traffic channel. The logic unit 520 ultimately passes received data to the 
processor 530 for further processing. If desired, the logic unit 520 can 

1 5 perform low level processing such as block decoding and error checking. 

Thus a wireless data device has been described which comprises a 
processor 530 and a computer program therefor. The computer program 
is structured according to a protocol stack model having at least an 
application layer, a session layer and a transport layer, wherein the 

20 application layer is connected to the session layer and the session layer is 
connected to the transport layer. The transport layer comprises: a 
connection identification number assignment program element 301, a 
decision element 310 coupled to the connection identification assignment 
program element; at least a first transmission program module (e.g. 

25 program module 312) coupled to the decision element; and at least a 

second transmission program module (e.g. one of program modules 316, 
326 and 328) coupled to the decision element. The decision element is 
responsive to the connection identification number assignment step 301 
to route communications to one of the first transmission program 

3 0 module and the second transmission program module. 
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The assignment of the ID by step 301 and the use of that ID as a 
"handle" by the transport layer in determining to which of modules 312, 
316, 326 or 328 the connection should be routed avoids the need each time 
to re-execute the algorithm that determines which bearer service is 
5 requested. Once a connection is established, the session layer will re-use 
the ID for the duration of the connection requested by the session layer (in 
the case of an outgoing request unsolicited by the transport layer) and the 
transport layer will reuse the ID in reception for the duration of the 
connection indicated to the session layer (in the case of an incoming 

1 0 request unsolicited by the session layer). 

A wireless data device has also been described where the computer 
program is structured according to a protocol stack model and wherein a 
transport layer communications program module 31 comprises: a 
connection identification number assignment program element 301 at 

1 5 least a first transmission program module (e.g. 312); at least a second 
transmission program module (e.g. 328, 326 or 316); and a decision 
element coupled to the connection identification assignment program 
element, the first transmission program module and the second 
transmission program module for routing communications to one of the 

20 first transmission program module and the second transmission program 
module. 

In this way, an efficient and flexible architecture is described. A 
particular advantage is that, for the less rich bearers, about 70-80% of the 
code in the transport layer is shared between those bearer services (e.g. 
25 program modules 313, 320 and 322). Other advantages and modifications 
are readily apparent to one skilled in the art and are encompassed within 
the scope and spirit of the invention. 
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I claim: 

1. A wireless data device comprising a processor and a computer 
program therefor, where the computer program is structured according 
to a protocol stack model having at least an application layer, a session 
layer and a transport layer, wherein the application layer is connected 
to the session layer and the session layer is connected to the transport 
layer and wherein the transport layer comprises: 

a connection identification number assignment program 
element, 

a decision element coupled to the connection identification 
number assignment program element; 

at least a first transmission program module coupled to the 
decision element; and 

at least a second transmission program module coupled to the 
decision element, 

wherein the decision element is responsive to the connection 
identification number assignment program element to route 
communications to one of the first transmission program module and 
the second transmission program module. 

2. The wireless data device of claim 1, further comprising at least 
one further functional program module coupled between the decision 
element and the second transmission program module. 

3. The wireless data device of claim 2 wherein the further 
functional program module is at least one of: 

a compression program module; 
a segmentation program module; 
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an encryption program module; and 
a window rotation program module. 

4. The wireless data device of claim 2 wherein the further 
5 functional program module performs pre-processing of 

communications for presentation to the second transmission program 
module according to functions which are equivalent to functions 
subsumed within the first transmission program module. 

10 5. The wireless data device of claim 2, wherein the first 

transmission program module is a digital cellular radio packet radio 
system transmission program module having compression functions 
included therein and the at least one further functional program 
module is a compression program module. 

15 

6. The wireless data device of claim 2, wherein the first 
transmission program module is a circuit switched data transmission 
program module and the at least one further functional program 
module is one of a segmentation program module and a window 

20 rotation program module. 

7. The wireless data device of claim 6 wherein the second 
transmission program module is one of a short message service 
transmission program module and an unstructured supplementary 

25 service data transmission program module. 



8. The wireless data device of claim 1 wherein the connection 
identification number assignment program element comprises a 
memory maintaining correspondence records between connection 
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identification numbers, bearers, source addresses and destination 
addresses. 

9. A wireless data device comprising a processor and a computer 
program therefor, where the computer program is structured according 
to a protocol stack model having at least: 

an application layer comprising an application layer 
communication program module and an application layer 
management program module coupled thereto; 

a session layer comprising a session layer communication 
program module and a session layer management program module 
coupled thereto; and 

a transport layer comprising a transport layer communication 
program module and a transport layer management program module 
coupled thereto, 

wherein the application layer communication program module 
is coupled to the session layer communication program module and 
the session layer communication program module is coupled to the 
transport layer communication program module, 

wherein the application layer management program module is 
coupled to the session layer management program module and the 
session layer management program module is coupled to the transport 
layer management program module, and 

wherein the transport layer communications program module 
comprises: 

a connection identification number assignment program 
element; 

at least a first transmission program module; 

at least a second transmission program module; and 
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a decision element coupled to the connection identification 
number assignment program element, the first transmission program 
module and the second transmission program module for routing 
communications to one of the first transmission program module and 
5 the second transmission program module. 

10. A method of communicating via one of a first relatively rich 
communications protocol and a second relatively bare 
communications protocol comprising, in a transport layer, assigning 

1 0 connection identification numbers to communications and, responsive 
to a bearer selection indicated to the transport layer, routing the 
communications to one of a first, relatively rich transmission program 
module and a second, relatively bare transmission program module 
and, when routing communications to the second transmission 

1 5 program module, preprocessing the communications in a 
supplementary functional module. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of assigning 
connection identification numbers to communications comprises 

20 maintaining a table of correspondence records between connection 
identification numbers, bearers, source addresses and destination 
addresses. 

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the first relatively rich 

25 communications protocol is a digital cellular radio packet radio system 
protocol and the second relatively bare communications protocol is 
one of a circuit switched data transmission protocol, a short message 
service protocol and an unstructured supplementary service data 
transmission protocol. 
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13. The method of claim 10, wherein the first relatively rich 
communications protocol is a circuit switched data transmission 
protocol and the second relatively bare communications protocol is 

5 one of a short message service protocol and an unstructured 
supplementary service data transmission protocol. 

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the first relatively rich 
communications protocol is a circuit switched data transmission 

1 0 protocol and the second relatively bare communications protocol is 
one of a short message service protocol and an unstructured 
supplementary service data transmission protocol. 

15. A method of receiving a first message from a first bearer service 

1 5 and a second message from a second bearer service comprising, in a 

transport layer of a wireless data device comprising a processor and a 
computer program therefor, where the computer program is structured 
according to a protocol stack model: 

receiving a first message from the first bearer service via a first 
20 communications module where the first communications module is a 
relatively rich communications module; 

receiving a second message from the second bearer service via a 
second communications module where the second communications 
module is a relatively bare communications module; 

2 5 processing the second message in a supplementary functional 

module; 

assigning connection identification numbers to messages from the 
first communications module and from the supplementary functional 
module, where the connection identification numbers adhere to common 
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rules of syntax regardless of bearer service from which they are received; 
and 

passing the messages and the connection identification numbers 
corresponding thereto to a session layer of the device. 
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